SUBMISSION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, ARTS

AND LEISURE FROM THE COMMUNITY ARTS FORUM 

REGARDING THE ‘UNLOCKING CREATIVITY, 

A STRATEGY FOR DEVELOPMENT’ DOCUMENT

Community Arts Forum (CAF) welcomes this initiative taken by the Department Of Culture, Arts and Leisure to enhance and broaden out the school curriculum to include and embrace more arts activities.

We believe it is essential that more emphasis is placed on arts subjects within the school curriculum and that equal value is placed on these subjects as is placed on traditionally academic subjects such as maths and science.  We believe that this will enhance the educational experience of every child in Northern Ireland and will lead to a more holistic approach to education.  We also firmly believe that this will help to eradicate some of the inequities which currently make our education system so disadvantageous for children coming from our most socially disadvantaged communities.  This system currently places children in grammar or secondary schools at the age of eleven, with well documented results – a child entering a grammar school has 96% chance of gaining 5 or more GCSE passes at grades A*, A, B or C, a child entering a secondary school has a 33% chance.  Part of this reason is that children entering secondary schools often have had their confidence completely undermined by the whole 11+ system and believe themselves to be ‘failures’ and spend their remaining five years of education fulfilling this prophecy.  

We believe that if recommendations from this document are implemented, it will make the whole educational system fairer and more accessible to all children in our society.  Intelligence should not be determined by the number of GCSE’s a person has or by the number of A Level passes, but should take into account a broad range of abilities and achievements.  The Unlocking Creativity approach also recognises the importance of discovering each child’s hidden talents and developing these which will have huge impact in terms of him or her reaching his or her full potential – the knock-on effect of this in terms of a reduction in vandalism/youth crime/youth alienation and positive engagement with society could be huge.

Community Arts Forum welcomes the cross department approach to this issue and hope that this can continue for all curriculum development proposals.  

We also welcome this document in relation to youth work.  Community Arts Forum has just organised a major youth arts conference, bringing together all the major players in this area.  This is an area of work which we hope we can develop in the future.  Youth arts development is becoming more widely seen as being not only valuable in its own right, but also as a means of furthering key educational objectives.  The document Youth Work, A Model For Effective Practice published by the Department of Education affirms the benefits, in terms of personal and social development, of engaging the creative energies of children and young people through informal learning opportunities.  Researched evidence indicates that some of the huge benefits for young people engaging in the arts include:

Increased motivation

Enhanced self-esteem

Confidence which arises from individual and group problem solving, risk-taking and high levels of achievement.

We believe the Unlocking Creativity document offers huge potential for our young people.

We support the Unlocking Creativity document, but recommend that the report also includes a reference to and discussion of the impact of the 11+ on the education system and how this approach could help create a more equitable system of education for all our children.  

We would welcome the opportunity to be involved in any further consultation in this area. 
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